Тема 7 THE PRONOUN: INDEFINITE PRONOUNS

These are: all, every (everybody/everyone/everything), each, both, either, neither, other and another

Use:

1 The distributive pronoun all refers to three or more items. Compare:

I’ll take all three scarves.

I’ll take both scarves.

2 All can be used to emphasize some adjectives, adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions:

They are all cold. She was all alone. (adjective)

We looked all round, but didn’t see anything. (adverb)

What is it all about? (preposition)

It’s all because of you. (conjunction)
3 When pronoun all means everything, the whole of a thing, it is singular and when it means everybody, the total number of persons, animals and things, it is plural:

All is lost. All is well that ends well.

All are here. All of them want to stay there over the weekend.

4 All can modify a noun or a pronoun:

All (of) the demonstrators were shouting. (with a noun)

I haven’t looked through all of it. (with a pronoun)

All used as a determiner may be singular or plural depending on the noun modified by all:

All the work was done in time. All hope is lost.

All the students were having a test on grammar.

5 Before a noun with a determiner (for example the/ my/ this), all and all of are both possible. American English usually has all of: all + determiner (the, my/his, this) + noun:

All (of) my friends like hiking.

Not all of the students work hard.

Not all birds can fly. (we usually use not all + noun + affirmative form)

6 all of + personal pronoun:

All of us can swim or We can all swim.

She has invited all of you. or She invited you all.

7 Pronoun + all:

Alice sent her love to them all.

She invited you all

Mother has made us all something to eat.

This doesn’t happen with predicative pronouns or in short answers:

Is that all of them?

“Who did you invite to your party?” “ All of them.” (not them all)

8 All is used with verbs (auxiliary verb + all; am/is/ are/ was/were+ all):

We don’t all speak Spanish.

They were all doing the same work.

The guests have all arrived.

The women were all singing.

They are all here.

9 All that… structure often has a rather negative meaning, expressing ideas like ‘nothing more’ or ‘the only thing’:

This is all I’ve got.

All I want is a place to sit down.

All that happened was that he left banging the door behind him.

10 All (of) and whole can both be used with singular nouns to mean ‘complete’, every part of:

all (of) the week/ the whole week, all (of) my life/ my whole life.

But: He can eat a whole chicken. (all is not generally used before indefinite articles)

11 We do not normally use whole with uncountable nouns

I spent all the money you gave me.

She has eaten a whole loaf.

Note1: Before proper nouns (names) and pronouns we always use the whole of, not whole. All (of) is also possible:

I have just read the whole of/all of ‘Gone with the Wind’

The whole of /All of Venice was under water.

Note 2: With plural nouns all and whole have different meanings. All is like every: whole means entire, complete. Compare:
All Indian tribes suffered from white settlement in America. (Every Indian tribe suffered…)

Whole Indian tribes were killed off. (Complete tribes were killed)

Notice the following idiomatic uses of all:

He is all in. (He is completely exhausted.)

It was all my fault. (entirely)

The money is all gone. (completely)

The child was all covered with mud. (wholly)

I warn you, once and for all, that it must be stopped. (for the last and only time)

All in all it has been a successful conference. (considering all the facts)

Each, every

1 Each can be used as an adjective pronoun and as a pronoun whereas every is used only as an adjective pronoun. Compare:

Each team has a place to practice. Each one of you is to blame.

You will each receive an invitation.

I sent a postcard to each of my friends.

Jane and Ann each bought a new coat.

Each is an excellent example.

I have read every book she has written. Every word he said is true.

Note 3: Each/every imply a number of persons/things considered individually, all implies a number of persons/things as a group:

Every light was out. All lights were out.

Note 4: But we can use all with place names and some singular countable nouns to mean ‘every part of’, ‘the whole of’:

All London was talking about her affairs. (every part of London)

We have been round all the village looking for the cow.

2 Each and every are followed by a singular verb. The only important differences between them are: each can be used for two or more persons/things while every is not normally used for very small numbers:

Two men entered. Each (man) was carrying a heavy suitcase.

Every (or each) man carried a torch.

3 We say each+ of/ each one +of:

Each of you has a chance of winning.

Each one of you is to blame.

But: I have read every book she’s written or every one of her books.

4 Everyone, everybody and everything (pronouns) mean ‘all people’ or ‘all the people’ and ‘all things.’ They take singular verbs.

The expressions ‘all people’ and ‘all things’ are seldom heard: ‘all the people’/’all the things’ + a qualifying phrase or clause is possible: but everyone/everybody or everything is more usual. Compare:

Everyone respects him means All the people who know him respect him.

Everybody stood up means All the people who were there stood up.

Everything is yours means All (that) I have is yours.

She lost everything means She lost all (that) she owned.

Notice the idiomatic uses of very in the following sentences:

Every other car was damaged in the accident. (every second, fourth, sixth, etc car)

They visit us every three days. (every third day)

We had to stop every few miles. (We had to stop every time we had walked, ridden a few miles) 

Every reason/faith, pleasure, opportunity… (all possible, complete)

He has every faith in you.

Both / neither / either

1 We use both / neither / either for two persons or things. The pronoun neither is the opposite to the both and neither:

– There are two hotels in this town.

– Both hotels are very bad.

– Is/ neither of them good? 

– As for me we can go to either hotel. I don’t mind.

2 After neither of/either of…a singular verb is usually used but they are often used with a plural verb in informal questions and (negative) statements:

Are / Is either of your hands injured.

3 We use both/neither/either of+the…/these/those…/my/your/his/Tom’s:

Both of the lungs are infected. or Both lungs are infected.

Both of my parents are from Yerevan. or Both my parents are…

Are/Is either of your parents at home?

Are /Is neither of your feet feeling better?

4 You can use both of/neither of with personal pronouns in objective case:

both of/neither of/ either of + us/you/them:

Both of us have been to Paris or We have both been to Paris.

I was invited to two weddings but I didn’t go to either of them.

I tried two bookshops for the book but neither of them was open.

5 both…and, either…or, neither…nor constructions. We can say both + adjective + and + adjective; both + noun +and + noun:

She is both pretty and clever. (adjective)

I saw both the father and the son. (nouns)

She both dances and sings (sometimes verbs are possible)

Other and another

1 The distributive pronoun other has two numbers: singular – other, plural – others. It has two cases: the common case and the genitive case (other’s, others’).

In the sentence it is used as subject, object, and attribute:

Others will offer better prices but is the quality as good?

She left the others and went over to him.

I didn’t manage to visit other museums.

2 The other + a singular noun means the second of the two:

You take this chair and I’ll take the other one.

3 The other + plural noun or the others without a noun mean the rest, the remaining:

Some of the guests went off to bathe, the other guests preferred to stay inside.

Those are yours and the others are mine.

You are not fair to the others.

Both…and…; neither…nor; either…or:

Both the children and their parents

were present at the parents’ meeting.

George neither smokes nor drinks.

We can leave either today or tomorrow.

4 Other +a plural noun or others without a noun mean additional, different, remaining:

Learn from other people’s mistakes

My parents and six others went to the meeting.

Will you have any others?

What other advice can I give you?

Notice the use of other with some, any, no in the following sentences:

Some other facts are necessary.

Any other man could do this job.

No other person behaves like you.

5 Another + a singular noun means an additional one, a different one, any other:

Have another cup of tea.

I won’t say another word about it. (an additional)

I’ll come another day. (a different)

I would never steal another girl’s boyfriend.

You have this ticket and I’ll buy another.

She didn’t like it so she took another one.
Notice the idiomatic uses of other and another:

the other day/night etc.(one day/night recently);

to be other than (be different);

somehow or other (in some way that cannot be accounted for);

some idiot or other (an unknown idiot);

every other somebody/something (each alternative person/thing);

one after another/the other (one person thing then another);

another ten minutes/five kilometers/ twenty drams (ten minutes/….. more):

He left after another few/six days.

You will have to wait another fifteen minutes.

